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HARARE, Zimbabwe—Members
of a highly secret security unit un-

- der the control of Prime Minister
- Robert Mugabe’s office have been

linked to some of the dozens of ab-
ductions of opposmon party sup-
porters in rural Zimbabwe during
the first four months of this year,
according to human rights advo-
cates. and . western diplomatic
sources here. C

Eleven of those kidnaped were’

discovered three weeks ago in a

government jail where they had
been held secretly for more than a_

month, allegedly by agents of the
Central Intelligence Organization, a

quasi-military unit responsible for
mvestigating security and intelli-
gence matters, according to Mi-
chael Auret, chairman of the Cath-

olic Commussion for Justice and -

He said lawyers for the commis-

. sion, a church-supported human
~ rights group here, are seeking the
whereabouts of 13 others also be- -

lieved held by the CIO.

The 11 never were charged for-
mally with a crime nor issued an of-
ficial detention order, in apparent
violation of Zimbabwean law, ac-
cording to Auret, who also said they
were beaten while in custody. He
said they were released May 24 af-
ter being turned over to the crim-
inal investigation department of the
national police force.

The discovery that the 11 were
in custody is the first indication that
at least some of the politically con-
nected abductions have been car-
ried out by government agents. It

| also is the first indication of the fate

of any of the kidnap v1ctims, many

. of whom were feared to have been

killed..

An official government spokes-
man, Director -of Information John
Tsimba, said the government would
have no comment on the incident
because it was considered a secu-
rity matter,

In the past, government spokes-r

men, mcludmg Mugabe, have de-
nied any role in the disappearances

“We simply have no
idea at all where
[the other abduction
victims| possibly
might have been
Put 2”2

— Michael Auret

and have charged, in turn, that 25
Mugabe supporters. have been
killed and 26 raped by politically
motivated bandits since the begin-
ning of the year.

The Central Intelligence Organ-
ization, first established under the
white-minority government of for-
mer prime minister Ian Smith, an-

‘swers directly to Mugabe through

his minister of state for security af-
fairs, Emmerson Munangagwa, who
serves in the prime minister’ s of-
fice.

The 11 were abducted from their

- homes in rural Silobela in.central

Zimbabwe by unidentified men

. around April 4, according to Auret.

He said the 13 others still being
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sought were taken from the same
area about one month earlier. e

Auret’s account, given in an in-
terview last week, was confirmed
by western diplomatic sources who
said that they had independent
knowledge of the two incidents.

The Silobela area, which is west
of the central city of Gweru, has
been the scene of repeated violence
between Mugabe’s supporters and
those of opposition leader Joshua
Nkomo. .

Plainclothes CIO agents have op-
erated extensively in the area’dur-
ing the past six months following
the upsurge of political violence

. there. The agents, who routinely d6

not identify themselves, began:a
crackdown on Nkomo sympathizers
in March after armed dissidents al-
legedly were sighted in the area,
according to Auret. Witnesses -said
the 24 men were taken by unknown
men during several late-night raids
and hauled away in an unmarked ve-
hicle.

Auret said the commission’s law-
yer had ascertained that the men
had been picked up and held on au-
thority of the CIO. In the case of
the 11 seized in April, he said, it
was only after the men were taken
to an official hoiding camp in Silo-
bela that they realized they had
been taken by government agents.
Their families never were informed
that the men had been taken into
custody, Auret said, nor were they
allowed to contact lawyers.

Zimbabwean law requires that
those being held be informed within
seven days of the reason for their
detention and that within 30 days
they either be charged in court-or
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© be detained by written order from & -
" the minister of home affairs, the

Cabinet official in charge of police.
Detainees also are entitled to see
an attorney. Auret said most of the
11 men were held for more than 30
days with no charge or detention
order.

Auret said written orders were
issued on May 10 only after a law-
yer for the Peace and Justice Com-
mission discovered that the men
were being held in a government
prison in the central town of Kwe
Kwe.

Another man, allegedly abducted
from the Tsholotsho area in south-
western Zimbabwe several months
earlier, also was discovered at the
Kwe Kwe prison and has since been
released, Auret said. -

None of the other abduction vic-
tims has been found yet. “We simply
have no idea at all where they pos-

sibly might have been put,” Auret

said.

Auret said the men were told
that they were being held because
they had aided the dissidents, who
the government alleges are work-
ing clandestinely for Nkomo.

" All were Ndebele, the minority
ethnic group that is Nkomo's base

of support, and were known as

Nkomo supporters despite the fact
they all possessed membership

-cards of Mugabe’s ruling party, the

Zimbabwe African National Union.
Many of Nkomo's followers have
purchased the cards during the past
three years as a form of protection

against assaults by Mugabe sup- .

porters or the Army.
~- Nkomo repeatedly has denied any

link to dissidents and earlier this -

year submitted a list to Parliament
of 53 members of his opposition po-
litical party who he said had been

_abducted by unknown men during

the first three months of this year.

Most were taken from their homes -

in southwestern Matabeleland,

"... controls secret security unit

Nkomo's political stronghold, by

men dressed in plainclothes and us--
ing unmarked vehxcles. accordmg to |

witnesses. :

While there are no definitive fxg-
ures, diplomatic and other sources
believe at least 75 to 100 persons
have “disappeared.” -

Informed sources say several

government soldiers were killed !

last week in an exchange of gunfire

., with dissidents and soldiers in the

Esgodini area south of Bulawayo, an
incident that has not been con-
firmed officially.

The nonaligned, socialist-orient-
ed Mugabe government cited its
statistics of murders and rapes ear-
lier this month in winning parlia-
mentary approval for a six-month
extension of emergency powers
that have been in effect since 1960.
They empower security officials to
detain without charge or trial any
person believed to be a threat to
public safety.

Mugabe and Nkomo were rival
guerrilla movement leaders who
formed a governing coalition in
1980 after the advent of black ma-
jority rule here. Their alliance dis-
solved in 1982, when Mugabe,
whose party holds a majority of
seats in Parliament, accused Nkomo

- of plotting to overthrow the govern-

ment. Since that time, the govern-
ment’'s security forces have en-
gaged in a series of crackdowns on
Nkomo’s followers in' the midlands
area of Matabeleland where Silo-
bela is located.

o .

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/21 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302080016-5



